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Welcome & Announcements Heather Harwood 
  
Call to Worship Rev. Tyler Dirks 

Songs of Praise O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
H.S.Coffin, T. Helmore, J.M. Neale 

O come, O come, Emmanuel 
And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel 

O come, Thou Day-Spring, come and cheer 
Our spirits by Thine advent here 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night 
And death's dark shadows put to flight 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel 

O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free 
Thine own from Satan's tyranny 
From depths of Hell Thy people save 
And give them victory o'er the grave 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel

Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus
R.H. Prichard, C. Wesley 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus Born to set Thy people free  
From our fears and sins release us Let us find our rest in Thee  
Israel's strength and consolation Hope of all the earth Thou art  
Dear Desire of ev'ry nation Joy of every longing heart  

Joy to those who long to see Thee Dayspring from on high appear  
Come, Thou promised Rod of Jesse Of Thy birth, we long to hear  
O’er the hills the angels singing News, glad tidings of a birth 
Go to Him, your praises bringing Christ the Lord has come to earth 

Come to earth to taste our sadness He whose glories knew no end  
By His life He brings us gladness Our Redeemer, Shepherd, Friend  
Leaving riches without number Born within a cattle stall  
This the everlasting wonder Christ was born the Lord of all  

Born Thy people to deliver Born a child, and yet a King  
Born to reign in us forever Now Thy gracious kingdom bring  
By Thine own eternal Spirit Rule in all our hearts alone  
By Thine all-sufficient merit Raise us to Thy glorious throne

- Announcements - 

Homeless ministry opportunity - Room In The Inn, our partnership with 
Albemarle Road Pres that provides food and lodging to the homeless, kicked off 
this week. They are still in need of a few volunteers this month, so please check 
out the signups in the weekly email. See Jim Saunders for more information - 
704-361-0973. 

Children’s Sunday School  
Mark your calendars for Sunday, January 2nd, for a Sunday school interest 
meeting following the service. If you are interested in teaching children/youth 
Sunday school or you’re just curious about what Sunday school will be like here 
in our new building, join us for the meeting. Reach out to Kristen Parman with any 
questions.  

Getting Involved in the New Year 
There are a lot of moving parts that make up the ministries of ECPC and we’d 
love to help you get plugged in if you aren’t already (or just want to be plugged in 
more!). See Bailey Wagner if you’d like to get involved in our youth program on 
Wednesday nights this spring, or Michael or Kim Domras if you’d like to take a 
turn serving refreshments for our fellowship time after the service on Sundays.  

Lessons & Carols - Mark your calendars for this years’ Lessons and Carols 
service. Please join us at 6pm on December 24th @ 10101 for a time of worship 
as we prepare Him room. This is a beautiful opportunity for our church body to 
fellowship and reflect on how our God took on flesh to come rescue us. Feel free 
to invite friends, family, and neighbors.  

-  Upcoming Events - 
Dec 12 Sunday Worship 
Dec 15  Youth Group 
Dec 17  Men’s Bible Study 
Dec 19 Sunday Worship  
Dec 24 Lessons & Carols  
Dec 26 Sunday Worship  
Dec 31 Men’s Bible Study 
Jan 02 Sunday Worship 
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 While nursery for children walking through age 3 is available, we have 
also made a space in the module with couches for nursing moms. Please 

feel free to use this space as needed. 



Advent Reading Blackman family 
 John 1:9-18  

Confession of Sin Tim Blumenstein 

LORD, we believe; help our unbelief. Our week has been filled with many instances of both 
doing the very things You have told us not to do and leaving the things You have told us to do 
undone. We have succumbed to pride, disobedience, fear, anxiety, hatred, quarreling, 
impatience, self-dependency, indulgence, lusts for the world, idolatry, a love for control, and 
more. We have also neglected evangelism, prayer, the joyful reading of Your word, generosity, 
hope, and much more. We have frivolously tried to hide from You in the wake of these and 
many other sins. Indeed, we have given You every reason to hide Your face from us. We are 
prone to wander and leave the God we love! LORD, we boldly ask for Your forgiveness. Yet 
again we pray – We believe; help our unbelief!

Assurance of Pardon Hosea 2:23  

Song of Thanksgiving His Mercy Is More
M. Boswell | M. Papa

What love could remember no wrongs we have done  
Omniscient, all knowing, he counts not their sum  
Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore  
Our sins they are many, his mercy is more 

chorus 
Praise the Lord  
His mercy is more  
Stronger than darkness, new every morn  
Our sins they are many, his mercy is more 

What patience would wait as we constantly roam  
What father, so tender, is calling us home  
He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor  
Our sins they are many, his mercy is more 

What riches of kindness he lavished on us  
His blood was the payment, his life was the cost  
We stood 'neath a debt we could never afford  
Our sins they are many, his mercy is more 
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Song of Response Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
H. Van Dyke, L. von Beethoven, T. Austin, C. Hall

Joyful, joyful we adore Thee, God of glory, Lord of love 
Hearts unfold like flow'rs before Thee, Opening to the sun above 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, Drive the dark of doubt away 
Giver of immortal gladness, Fill us with the light of day 

All Thy works with joy surround Thee Earth and heaven reflect Thy rays 
Stars and angels sing around Thee, Center of unbroken praise  
Field and forest, vale and mountain; Flowery meadow flashing sea 
Chanting bird and flowing fountain, Call us to rejoice in Thee   

Thou art giving and forgiving, Ever blessing, ever blest 
Wellspring of the joy of living, Ocean depth of happy rest 
Thou our Father, Christ our brother, All who live in love are Thine 
Teach us how to love each other, Lift us to the joy divine 

Mortals join the mighty chorus, Which the Morning Stars began 
Father love is reigning o'er us, Brother love binds man to man  
Ever singing march we onward, Victors in the midst of strife  
Joyful music lifts us sunward, In the triumph song of life

Benediction Rev. Tyler Dirks 

If you are visiting with us this morning, we are so happy that you are here 
and would love to get to know you better! Please consider filling out a 

visitor’s card found on the table in the vestibule and place it in the offering 
plate or give to Tyler or one of our other officers. Thank you!



Baptism Ben Risma 

New Member Installation Ben & Mariotti Risma 
 Bob & Kelly Stevens 
 Chuck & Kim Macurda 
 Ally, Everett Macurda 

Giving of Tithes and Offerings  

Song of Preparation Silent Night
G. Grier, F.X. Gruber, J. Mohr

Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright 
‘round yon virgin, mother and Child Holy infant, so tender and mild 
Sleep in heavenly peace Sleep in heavenly peace 

Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight 
Glories stream from heaven afar Heavenly hosts sing, Alleluia 
Christ the Savior is born Christ the Savior is born 

Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face With the dawn of redeeming grace 
Jesus, Lord at thy birth Jesus, Lord at thy birth 

Silent Night! Holy Night! Wondrous star, lend thy light 
With the angels let us sing Alleluia to our King 
Christ the Savior, is born! Christ the Savior, is born! 

The Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise him, all creatures here below;  
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;   
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Pastoral Prayer Tim Blumenstein 

Preaching of the Word Rev. Tyler Dirks  

“Eucatastrophe” 
Esther 8:9-17 

I. Reversal   

II. Rejoice 

III. Relationship with God  
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- Reflection Questions -  
1) When was a time you experienced an improbable, and delightful, turn of events?  
2) What is an example of coerced hatred that you have been personally influenced by 

and participated in? How have you felt your own dignity eroding because of the 
contempt you feel toward others? 

3) When have you experienced the enhanced health and nourishment of God’s 
special concern for sojourners, widows, and orphans? 

4) Read Esther 8:17, and answer the following question: In what healthy way(s) is the 
world supposed to experience the fear of God’s people in 2021 & 2022?  

5) How do you need to embrace the confidence that comes with having a relationship 
with an all-powerful being who prefers to traffic in eucatastrophe?  


