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Welcome & Announcements Kourtney Sinclaire 
  
Call to Worship Rev. Tyler Dirks 

Songs of Praise Joy to the World
G. F. Handel | I. Watts

Joy to the world the Lord is come 
Let earth receive her King 
Let every heart prepare Him room 
And heav'n and nature sing 
And heav'n and nature sing 
And heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing 

Joy to the earth the Savior reigns 
Let men their songs employ 
While fields and floods Rocks hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy 

No more let sins and sorrows grow 
Nor thorns infest the ground 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found 
Far as the curse is found 
Far as, far as the curse is found 

He rules the world with truth and grace 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love 
And wonders of His love 
And wonders, wonders of His love

Hark! the Herald Angels Sing 
C. Wesley | F. Mendelssohn

Hark! The herald angels sing / Glory to the newborn King 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild / God and sinners reconciled 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise / Join the triumph of the skies 
With angelic host proclaim / Christ is born in Bethlehem 
Hark! The herald angels sing / Glory to the newborn King 

Christ, by highest heav’n adored / Christ, the everlasting Lord 
Late in time behold Him come / Offspring of the virgin’s womb 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see / Hail the incarnate Deity 
Pleased as man with men to dwell / Jesus, our Emmanuel 
Hark! The herald angels sing / Glory to the newborn King 

- Announcements - 

Room In The Inn - Albemarle Road Presbyterian’s ministry to the homeless is 
still in need of a few volunteers this month, so please check out the signups in the 
weekly email as well as the new sign-ups for January. See Jim Saunders for more 
information - 704-361-0973. 

Lessons & Carols - Join us THIS FRIDAY @ 6PM for a time of worship as 
we prepare Him room. This is a beautiful opportunity for our church body to 
fellowship and reflect on how our God took on flesh to come rescue us. Feel free 
to invite friends, family, and neighbors! 

Getting Involved in the New Year 
There are a lot of moving parts that make up the ministries of ECPC and we’d 
love to help you get plugged in if you aren’t already (or just want to be plugged in 
more!). To get involved with the youth, see Bailey Wagner, Michael or Kim 
Domras if you’d like to take a turn preparing our fellowship time, Justin Harwood 
to get involved with the music team, or Kristen Parman for the children’s ministry. 

Children’s Sunday School  
Mark your calendars for Sunday, January 2nd, for a Sunday school interest 
meeting following the service. If you are interested in teaching children/youth 
Sunday school or you’re just curious about what Sunday school will be like here 
in our new building, join us for the meeting. Reach out to Kristen Parman with any 
questions.  

-  Upcoming Events - 
Dec 24 Lessons & Carols  
Dec 26 Sunday Worship  
Dec 31 Men’s Bible Study 
Jan 02 Sunday Worship 
Jan 07 Men’s Bible Study 
Jan 09 Sunday Worship 
Jan 12 Women’s Bible Study 
Jan 14 Men’s Bible Study 
Jan 16 Sunday Worship 
Jan 19 Youth Group/Women’s Bible Study  
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 While nursery for children walking through age 3 is available, we have 
also made a space in the module with couches for nursing moms. Please 

feel free to use this space as needed. 



Hail the heav’n born Prince of Peace / Hail the Sun of Righteousness 
Light and life to all He brings / Ris’n with healing in His wings 
Mild He lays His glory by / Born that man no more may die 
Born to raise the sons of earth / Born to give them second birth 
Hark! The herald angels sing / Glory to the newborn King

Advent Reading Jones family 
 Revelation 12:1-6  

Confession of Sin Mike Schnee 

LEADER: Father, we squander your gifts. We cling to idols. 
TOGETHER: Out of the depths we cry to you, O LORD!  
LEADER: We neglect your grace and withhold forgiveness from our enemies. 
TOGETHER: O Lord, here our voices! Let your ears be attentive to the voices of our pleas for 
mercy! 

Assurance of Pardon Psalm 130:3-8 

Song of Thanksgiving Angels We Have Heard On High 
J. Chadwick, K. Getty 

Angels we have heard on high Sweetly singing o’er the plains 
And the mountains in reply Echo back their joyous strains 

chorus 
Glo-ria, in excelsis Deo 
Glo-ria, in excelsis Deo 

Shepherds, why this jubilee Why your joyous strains prolong 
Say what may the tidings be Which inspire your heavenly song 

Come to Bethlehem, and see Him whose birth the angels sing 
Come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn King 

See within a manger laid Jesus, Lord of Heav’n and earth 
Mary, Joseph, Lend your aid With us sing our Savior’s birth
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Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper Rev. Tyler Dirks 

Song of Response Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery 
M. Boswell, M. Papa, M. Bleecker

Come behold the wondrous myst'ry in the dawning of the King 
He the theme of heaven's praises, robed in frail humanity 
In our longing in our darkness now the light of life has come 
Look to Christ who condescended, took on flesh to ransom us 

Come behold the wondrous myst'ry, He the perfect Son of Man 
In His living in His suff'ring, never trace nor stain of sin 
See the true and better Adam come to save the hell-bound man 
Christ the great and sure fulfillment of the law in Him we stand 

Come behold the wondrous myst'ry, Christ the Lord upon the tree 
In the stead of ruined sinners hangs the Lamb in victory 
See the price of our redemption, see the Father's plan unfold 
Bringing many sons to glory, grace unmeasured, love untold 

Come behold the wondrous myst'ry slain by death the God of life 
But no grave could e'er restrain Him, praise the Lord He is alive! 
What a foretaste of deliv'rance, how unwavering our hope 
Christ in power resurrected as will we be when He comes 
Come behold the wondrous myst'ry slain by death the God of life 
But no grave could e'er restrain Him, praise the Lord He is alive!

Benediction Rev. Tyler Dirks 

If you are visiting with us this morning, we are so happy that you are here 
and would love to get to know you better! Please consider filling out a 

visitor’s card found on the table in the vestibule and place it in the offering 
plate or give to Tyler or one of our other officers. Thank you!



Giving of Tithes and Offerings  

Song of Preparation What Child Is This
D. Allen, N. Allen, W.C. Dix 

What child is this who laid to rest, On Mary’s lap is sleeping  
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, While shepherds watch are keeping  
This, this is Christ the King, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing  
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the Son of Mary  

Why lies He in such mean estate, Where ox and ass are feeding  
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here, The silent Word is pleading  
Nails, spear, shall pierce Him through, The cross be borne for me, for you  
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mary  

So bring Him incense, gold and myrrh, Come, peasant king to own Him  
The King of Kings salvation brings, Let loving hearts enthrone Him  
Raise, raise the song on high, The virgin sings her lullaby  
Joy, joy for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mary

The Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise him, all creatures here below;  
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;   
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Pastoral Prayer Mike Schnee

Preaching of the Word Rev. Tyler Dirks  

“The History Behind the Holiday” 
Esther 9:1-19 

I. Enemies of God  

II. Instruments of Holy War 

III. A Holiday 
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- Reflection Questions -  
1) How have you allowed Christmas to become too tame? As you force yourself to 

rigorously remember the history behind the holiday, what specific scenarios of the 
conception, birth, and early years of Jesus’ life rattle you?   

2) According to God, what is the most emphatic and important truth about sinners? 
3) What accusations are you harboring toward people?  
4) What affections are you currently developing for people? 
5) Imaginatively inhabit the final scene of Jonah, and consider how you oppose God’s 

decision to have mercy on sinners. 
6) Does God’s Holy War bother you? Why or why not? How might you become a 

more robust celebrant of God’s war against people who refuse to love the truth? 


